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THE TIME IS NOW 


The General Assembly has sent the plan of union down 
for the vote of the Presbyteries and the issue will be de- 
cided during the coming eight months. 


: At the General Assembly it was obvious that there are 
two philosophies which seem irreconcilable. 


To the one the ecumenical movement is paramount, 
and church union is a necessary part of church develop- 
ment and expression. 


To the other the basic need of the Clee is an un- 
compromising testimony to Christian truth, a testimony 
which is deeply compromised in the union movement. 


This JOURNAL proposes to present a positive witness 
for the historic evangelical Presbyterian position, a po- 
sition which cannot be sustained if the proposed union 
becomes a reality. 


This is a matter of Christian conscience, and, we be- 
lieve, of the gravest import to Protestant witness today. 
There are too many “uncertain sounds” in the Church 
today. By God’s help we plan to present a positive and 
scriptural reason why doctrinal integrity must come — 
before ecclesiastical organization. 


(See Report On General Assembly Meeting—Pages 5-12) 
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EDITORIAL 


Not Against Flesh 
And Blood 


In our differences it is difficult to keep clear the 
distinction between the error—or what we regard 
as error—and the individual who is propagating the 
same. With the Word of God we oppose the errors 
of men, but we ought to love the brethren even 
when we have to oppose their errors. And it is not 
too easy to keep the line clear. The distinction has 
been made between what lies in the bottom of one’s 
heart and what comes from the top of his head. It 
may be our call to oppose the latter and at the same 
time remember that only God is the judge of the 
heart. At the first World Assembly, an American 
theologian asked that one make a distinction in 
the addresses of a theologian from Prague—between 
the times when the latter was speaking as a man 
of God talking to the children of God, and when 
he spoke as an iron curtain politician railing against 
the Western nations. 


The distinction given by the Apostle in Ephesians 
six is our best line of approach to these difficult 
matters. We are in a life and death struggle, we 
grapple with tremendous foes. But these foes are 
not flesh and blood—they are principalities and 
powers, spiritual forces of wickedness in high places. 
When we have to oppose views set forth by men 
professing the Christian faith, may we have grace 
to see these erroneous views as the work of the 
spiritual forces of evil and wrestle against these 
principalities and powers, while we pray for and 
sympathize with our brethren even though they 
have views we cannot accept. Christ has conquered 
in the things of God, Satan has been hurled by 
Michael out of heaven to give turmoil and agony 
on earth—but the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against the Church of God in Christ Jesus. As we 
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come to the issue of union in the Church and to the 


issue of segregation in the schools, may we have 
grace to see that in our differences we wrestle not 


against flesh and blood. —W.C.R. 


The New Truth Will Not 
Contradict The Old 


When John Robinson sent over the Pilgrims, he 
bade them expect new truth to break forth from 
God’s Word. But Principal John Macleod of Edin- 
burgh has well said that the new truth will not 
contradict the old. In our day. there are interesting 
new studies coming out of Lund, Sweden. These 
have a healthy emphasis on the action of God Him- 
self in our salvation, on the graciousness of His 
love or agape, on the trimphant nature of Christ’s 
work. Let us welcome each ray of new light, but let 
us not take the logic of motifs or any other human 
logic for that matter—so far as to contradict the 


truths of God’s Word. 
All things are of God Who did reconcile the 


world unto Himself. God Himself was in Christ 
doing this blessed work. The third ecumenical 
council sets this forth in the doctrine that Christ’s 
Person is Divine, eternal. Luther recognized it 
when he asserted that even in the work of satisfac- 
tion it was God—not another—that wrought the 
work. But let us not carry this idea so far as to 
forget that God took real and complete human na- 
ture into union with His eternal Person or that, 
like every priest, Christ was taken from among 
men to offer sacrifice for men. 


These studies in the New Testament concept of 
love are bringing out the mighty force of God’s 
great agape. They are properly telling us that 
God’s love is not moved toward us by any worth 
or merit of our own. It comes out of His own great 
heart of mercy, it is spontaneous, ‘‘uncaused.” A gape 
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seeketh not her own. But let us not carry this truth 
so far as to eclipse the teaching of the Word as to 
the justice of God, or to deny Him the position of 
the jidge of the whole earth. In His infinite wis- 
dom, God does not need to redeem one attribute 
at the expense of another. ‘The new emphasis is good 
if it corrects us wherever we have pressed the pri- 
macy of justice above that of love. Perhaps, old 
Thor:as Smythe was right in keeping the justice 
of God as the background of his preaching and 
makirg the foreground flame with His love. But 
the tevo are intertwined in the Word. God is a 
just (-od at the same time as He is a loving Saviour. 
We «-e justified by His grace through the redemp- 
tion t:at is in Christ Jesus. And in this redemption 
Chris: was made under the law that by His obedi- 
ence ‘0 the law many might be justified. He was 
deliveed for our offenses, was made sin and a curse 
for u-. He offered Himself a sacrifice to expiate 
sins tat being justified by His blood we might be 
saved from the wrath of God through Him. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ triumphed over principal- 
ities and powers. Through His ministry, Satan is 
beheld as lightning fallen from heaven. These new 
Lutheran studies are bringing again to the fore the 
work of our Lord in conflict with the Evil One. 


No longer is Satan treated as an eject of human 
mind—a mere intellectual surd. He is the potent 
Prince of the Air and God of this evil age. We also 
welcome the emphasis on Christ’s resurrection and 
the triumph of His ascension and the victories of 
His reign at the right hand of God. Paul’s theology 
focuses on the risen, ascended Christ who met him 
on the way. But that does not mean to Paul a shift 
which neglects the Cross. For the Apostle describes 
Christ as triumphing over the principalities and 
powers in the Cross, and on the other hand as having 
been raised for our justification. When the risen, 
victorious Christ is dwelling richly in His body, the 
Church, that Church is loyal to the testimony to the 
humiliated Christ—the Christ of Calvary. And 
when we are thinking of the triumphs of the Cru- 
cified may we not begin with His triumph in the 
very things of God? In His gracious love, He 
triumphed over the wrath which the justice of God 
required Him to require of rebels—He triumphed 
by doing enough to justify God in passing over 
sins done aforetime and receiving sinners who be- 
lieve in Jesus. And having triumphed in the things 
of God, how much more shall Christ triumph over 
Satan—and over all His and our enemies? 


—W.C.R. 


The London Campaign 


“This Is The Lord’s Doing...” 


By L. Nelson Bell 
(Editor’s Note: This article was written BEFORE the final day of the campaign.) 


A newspaper or magazine publishes that which it 
considers “news.” When newspapers and magazines 
of every viewpoint join in speaking with deep ap- 
preciation of an individual and a work accomplish- 
ed, that is NEWS in the unique sense of the word. 


Within twenty-four hours this writer saw 1. a 
four-page spread in a special edition of The British 
Weekly, the ably edited magazine of the liberal ele- 
ments in the British Free Churches, (comparable 
to the Christian Century in America). 2. Two pages 
in The Daily Mirror, the paper having the world’s 
largest circulation and extremely left-wing, written 
by Cassandra, the most brilliant columnist in Brit- 
ain. 3. Copies of The Christian and, 4. of The 
Christian Herald, both of which are very conserva- 
tive and evangelical in their approach. 5. Editorials 
in five other London dailies. All of these papers 


were deep in their praise of the man who has spear- 
headed these meetings and for the amazing results 
of the Campaign. 


It is impossible for an American who-has not 
been in Britain during the past three months to 
appreciate what God has done. Without question of - 
doubt a nation has been stirred to its depths. The 
effect of this stirring is being reflected in individual 
lives even now, and in the corporate life of the 
nation in an increasing measure in the future. 


On Thursday, May 20th, the writer, acting as 
a newspaper correspondent, attended a special meet- 
ing for London ministers. 2400 showed up. Instead 
of the reserve, supposed to characterize the ministers 
and clergy of Britain, there was an enthusiasm and 
an openly expressed confidence, hope and joy we 
have never seen in a similar meeting in America. 
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New life, new enthusiasm and new methods are 
coming into the churches of Great Briatin as the 
result of this campaign. The meeting was presided 
over by a Lord Bishop of the Church of England. 
On the platform was one of Britain’s most famous 
and most loved generals. There were Anglicans, 
Plymouth Brethren, Methodists, Baptists, Congre- 
gationalists, all on the platform and all a part of 
the sponsoring committee. 


In words deep with emotion the Bishop told of 


what God accomplished by the Campaign and of the 


grave responsibility resting on the churches to take 
up the torch and carry it forward. In most gracious 
terms he spoke of the preaching itself—preaching 
based on the authority of the Scriptures, true in 
doctrine, fervent in love, and therefore effective. 


(During the meeting he was handed a telegram 
from two clergymen in Bristol. They told how 300 
people had accepted Christ the night before after 
listening to a relay of the Harringay meetings). 
These relays are something unique in Britain and 
we have nothing comparable in America. On some 
nights as many as 46 halls have been filled with 
people—always with experienced Christian workers 
in attendance—and this has increased the number 
of those nightly hearing the message from Harrin- 
gay to as many as 70,000. However, those listening 
in by relay have not been counted in the statistics 
of those meetings. 


Mr. Graham’s address to the ministers and clergy 
was a masterpiece. He spoke some gracious words 
of appreciation and then on ‘““T'welve Lessons We 
Have Learned From Harringay.” We will give the 
headings only. (The writer was happy to give these 
points to the Life correspondent who missed some 
of them). 


These headings were: 


1. The power of prayer. The meetings at Har- 
ringay have been the object of more prayer than 
any other event in world history. God has honored 
and answered those prayers. 


2. The power of the Word of God. It has not 
been the eloquence of the preaching, which may 
have at times been woefully lacking, but the power 
“e the Sword of the Spirit, constantly and consistent- 
y used, 


3. The power of the Holy Spirit. This thing has 
been of God and again and again the speaker has 
felt as though he were a mere spectator, standing 
by and watching God work. 


4. The importance and necessity of a_ right 


vertical relationship with God before one can have 
a right horizontal relationship with his fellow men. 
As “faith without works is dead” so a professed 
Christian faith must show its validity by true Chris- 
tian living. 


5. God honors faith. He hemineed the faith of that 
group of men who faced indifference, criticism and 
even open hostility in bringing Mr. Graham and 
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the team to Britain. And, in those first days, “when 
the going was tough, they stood like a rock.” 


6. That modern methods of publicity and a 
motion can be effectively used by the Church. 


7. That when a work is of God finances are no 


problem. 


8. The great importance of a place for warmth 
in the Church. Mr. Graham stressed the need for 
some particular service in all of the churches v-here 
the unchurched might come and find brightness and 
warmth and attractiveness. He even had the t«mer. 
ity to tell the Anglicans, and there were hun Ireds 
of them there, of the man who attended an Ancvlican 
church and was later asked how he liked the service. 
“Oh, the sermon was fine, but they took so long 
reading the minutes of the last meeting that there 
was little time left for the sermon.” And they ate 
that up too. 


10. The importance of harnessing the enthusi- 
asms and abilities of lay men and women in th 


Church. | 


11. That Christ still has power to change lives. 
Mr. Graham told just a few instances of lives com- 
pletely changed, of men and women saved from 
every form of wickedness and from every stratum of 
society. To the writer it seems that some day a 
book must be written about some of these remark- 
able trophies of God’s redeeming and changing 
power. 


12. The practical possibility of having team 
work—true Christian cooperation, This has been 
true to an amazing degree in this Campaign. Not 
only have the British and American (there are thirty 
of them) workers carried on their work in the ut- 
most harmony, but men from every denomination 
have likewise worked for a common purpose and 
for a common goal; the winning of souls and the 
channeling of these new converts into the life of 


the Church. 


Mr. Graham’s final remarks were solemn and 
heart-searching. He outlined the responsibilitiy of 
the churches and of the clergy and ministers in tak- 
ing these babes in Christ and building them up in 
their faith and in their Christian lives. One could 
but think of Paul’s admonition to the elders who 
came down from Ephesus to Miletus for a final con- 
ference with him. 


The Explanation—An Analysis 


Why has this tremendous thing happened in 
Britain? Why have a people so traditionally re- 
served, gone out so completely for the meetings of 
an American evangelist? Why this amazing unity 
among churchmen of every denomination ? Why has 
the Church of England almost taken the lead in 
accepting this Campaign, its methods and its results? 


These are questions which will be pondered — in 
fact they are already the subject of lively debate 
and of concerted analysis. 
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O:e answer is that the churches of England were 
despvrate. They were dying because they had lost 
cont: ‘t with the people. There was an antequated, 
or e: tirely lacking program for the young people. 
Mar: church buildings are nothing less than cold 
histo'ic monuments, the vaults for dead men’s 


bone . 

A: other answer is that Mr. Graham and his 
tean) completely won the confidence, respect and 
love of the church leaders. 


A! o, the established Church, the Church of Eng- 
land. has and continues to use a Prayer Book which 
teac! s unequivocally the great Christian doctrines. 
Thi: sterile orthodoxy, ignored by many of the 
cler, , has now taken on a new meaning to many. 
In f: -t, for*the first time many people now under- 
stan: what they have been reading and repeating 
sinc’ childhood. It might even be relevant to say 
that chis illumination is something like the unbe- 
lievi: s Jew who suddenly saw in the Old Testa- 
men: things which before his eyes had become a 
reali‘) in the coming, death and resurrection of 
Chri-t. 

Tiie world situation also has played a certain 
part. We in America have not experienced the rav- 
ages of war, nor have we suffered impoverishment 
as Britons have done. Nor do we live on the very 
doorstep of an enemy who has power to destroy our 
nation in a day. Also, there is lacking in British 
national leadership today that sureness and that 
moral stamina characteristic of past generations. 
Into this situation has come a young man, provi- 
dentially publicized by political controversy on his 
arrival, who has come with a Book, with a message 
and with an assurance which stems solely from the 
Old Testament phrase: ““Thus saith the Lord.” 


Such an impact seems impossible in America, ex- 
cept on the local level and in certain places. There 


are too many denominational jealousies. The ex- 
treme Fundamentalist demands “separation,” the 
extreme liberal is entrenched and denies the mes- 
sage of the evangel, being more concerned in or- 
ganization and ecclesiastical power than in the con- 
tent of the Gospel message itself—the content which 
alone makes it effective. 


Speaking to the clergy and ministers in West- 
minster Hall, the Lord Bishop of Barking said: 
‘Here we have a heart-warming example and ex- 
ample of true Christian unity. You cannot manu- 
facture unity, it is born of the Spirit of God, and 
we have had it here.” 


One can but pray that the great emphasis in 
American Church leadership may be turned away 
from the attempt to “manufacture unity” to that 
emphasis on Christian faith—its content and _ its 


practice—which comes alone from the Spirit of 


God and which makes men one in Christ, regardless 
of denominational afhliation. 


As was said by an Anglican Bishop at the be- 
ginning of the meeting to which we referred above: 


“THIS IS THE LORD'S DOING, AND IT IS MARVEL- 
OUS IN OUR EYES.” 


Editor's Note: This is the third and final article 
in a series written by Dr. Bell on the London Cam- 
paign. If you missed either of the first two articles 
you may secure them by writing this office. 


Editor’s P. §.: 187,000 people attended the final 
meetings at White City stadium and Wembly. Ac- 
cording to Paul Harvey, A.B.C. news commenta- 
tor, the Archbishop of Canterbury remarked as he 
left the stadium, “This marks the beginning of a 
new day in Britain.” God grant this may be true— 


- and we believe that it is. Keep praying. 


The 94th General Assembly 


By John R. Richardson, D.D. 


~ The 94th General Assembly convened at Mon- 
treat, North Carolina Thursday, May 27th. It was 
called to order by the Reverend Frank W. Price. 


Dr. Price’s moderatorial sermon had as its sub- 
ject ‘All Souls.” He used as his text “As I live, 
saith the Lord . . . all souls are Mine,” Ezekiel 
18:3-+. In this message the retiring Moderator pro- 
claimed with conviction what the Bible teaches about 
human souls. He affirmed ‘God creates men not 
merely with souls; He creates them as souls that 
hunyer and thirst for Him, not satisfied with bread 
and drink for the physical body alone . . . all are 
souls, all come from one Creator—God, all belong 
to Him. If we really believe this it makes a dif- 
ference, an immense difference at the way we look 
at man, at all our fellow men.” The climax of this 
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message was couched in this paragraph, “All souls, 
God’s souls! That is why we are evangelists; that 
is why we must be missionaries. All souls, God’s 
souls, at all places, of all generations, the Gospel 
is for you; Jesus Christ, Saviour of mankind, is 
for you; the communion of Saints is for you; eternal 
life is for you. On behalf of God who made you, 
I entreat you—come and partake of your rightful 
inheritance. Come, enter the Kingdom of God and 
His redeemed souls that has been prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.” 


The New Moderator 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Sr., Executive Secretary of 
the Board of Annuities and Relief, was elected 


Moderator of the 94th General Assembly. There 
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were two nominations. Dr. Boggs was nominated 
by Dr. Warner L. Hall of Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina, and was seconded by the Reverend John R. 
Richardson of Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. John W. Mel- 
ton of Baton Rouge, Louisiana placed in nomination 
the name of Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby, pastor of the 
Central Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, Georgia. 
This nomination was seconded by Dr. John B. 
Dickson, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Tampa, Florida. There were 437 ballots cast, Dr. 
Boggs receiving 278 and Dr. Oglesby 159. Receiv- 
ing the gavel of office from the retiring Moderator, 
Dr. Boggs remarked—‘‘As I assume the office of 
Moderator of this Assembly, I recognize we face 
many difficulties. Let us be assured that Christian 
Love resolves difficulties.’”’ This key note struck 
by the Moderator was taken seriously by the As- 
sembly. 


Pre-Assembly Conference 
On Evangelism 


Dr. William H. McCorkle, Secretary of Evan- 
gelism of the Board of Church Extension, called 
to order the pre-Assembly-wide conference on Evan- 
gelism. Some 300 commissioners were in attendance. 
The devotional for this occasion was led by Dr. 
Howard H. Thompson, first Secretary of the Divi- 
sion of Evangelism of the General Assembly. Semi- 
nars were conducted by Dr. Harry Denman, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the General Board of Evangelism 
of the Methodist Church, and Dr. W. A. Benfield, 
Jr., pastor of the Highland Presbyterian Church at 
Louisville, Kentucky. Dr. Denman discussed “Evan- 
gelism in a Small Church” and Dr. Benfield “Evan- 
gelism in the Large Church.” 


At the evening hour Dr. Charles D. Templeton, 
Secretary-Elect of the Division of Evangelism, Pres- 
byterian Church U.S.A., delivered an inspirational 
address on “The Church and Its Evangelistic 
Task.” He defined evangelism as “The proclama- 
tion of the evangel.” He stated that the Christian 
evangelist must speak the total Gospel to the total 
man in his total situation. He said that one of the 
biggest problems in the Church of our day is “the 
problem of deadwood in it, and Evangelism helps 
to solve this problem by enlisting every Christian 
in the program of Christ.”’ 


Thursday morning this conference featured Dr. 
Harry Denman. He affirmed “the twentieth century 
needs the evangelism of the first century.” He ex- 
pressed the conviction that “The greatest sin in 
the Church today is not drunkenness nor adultery, 
but unbelief. We limit the power of Christ.” 


Following the address of Dr. Denman, Dr. Har- 
old R. Martin, pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Bloomington, Illinois, conducted a semi- 
nar on the subject “Prayer, The Dynamic in Evan- 
gelism.” He said that prayer helps to solve the 
problem of integration into the life of the Church 
by enlisting every new member in the prayer life 
of the Church. He stated that the three big sins in 
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the Church are, “Ist. the sin of indifference; 2nd. 
the sin of unbelief, and 3rd. the sin of prayerless. 
ness.”” He explained how this last sin is being over. 
come in his own Church by the development of 
seventeen active prayer groups. He pointed out that 
in his own local Church “Prayer has changec our 
people; it has taken away from us all the bazaar 
sales and rummage sales and caused our people to 
see the privilege of voluntary giving.” 


Dr. John S. Bonnell, pastor of the Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church of New York, delivered two 
addresses at this conference. The first was on the 
subject “Every Member an Evangelist’ anc the 
second was entitled ““The Christ Whom We Pro- 
claim.” He declared “Whenever our evangelistic 
message falls below this theme it becomes ineffec- 
tive.” 


Friday morning the Standing Committees met to 
prepare reports for the Assembly. The first order 
of business during the afternoon session was the 
election of Dr. E. C. Scott and Rev. P. J. Garrison, 
as Stated Clerk and Assistant Stated Clerk respec- 
tively. They were elected for terms of three years. 
The Assembly appreciates the efficient and devoted 
services of these two servants of the Church. 


Dr. Albert J. Kissling, Chairman of the Ad In- 
terim Committee on the co-operative publication of 
the Church Hymnal, stated that the content of the 
new hymnal has been completed and the new hymn 
book is now in the hands of the type-setters. He 
said, ‘“We are hopeful that our task will be com- 
pleted in time to present it to the General Assem- 
bly of 1955.” 


Dr. John A. Redhead, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Greensboro, North Carolina, 


Chairman of the Ad Interim Committee on World _ 


Missions, made the motion to refer the report to the 
Board of World Missions for study and report to 


‘the 1955 General Assembly. Among the recom- 


mendations of this Committee was that “The Japan 
Mission be asked to bring its program into harmony 
with the Theological position and _ co-operative 
policy of the home Church.” It was not explained to 
the commissioners the nature of the criterion ap- 
plied in ascertaining whether or not the Japan Mis- 
sion was out of harmony with our confessional 
standards. 


Elders’ Breakfast 
Under the auspices of the Men of the Church, 


a division of the Board of Christian Education, the 


Elders Fellowship breakfast was held Saturday 
morning. In the absence of Dr. Leroy P. Burney, 
Director of Officers Training in the Division of 
Men’s Work, Dr. S. J. Patterson presided. It was 
a source of great regret to learn that Dr. Burney 
had recently undergone surgery. The blessing was 
offered by Mr. Fred A. Long, Ruling Elder and 
business man of Lenoir, North Carolina. Greetings 
were extended by John V. Matthews, President of 
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the Assembly Men’s Council. The principal address 
was given by Robert E. Kell, Ruling Elder in the 
Central Presbyterian Church of Bristol, Virginia, 
and President of Mary Grey Hosiery Mills. The 
closing prayer was offered by Clifford W.*Coleman, 
Ruiing Elder and President, Men of Memphis Pres- 


bytery. 


Standing Committee On 
Christian Relations 

One of the most controversial subjects to come 
before the Assembly was the report of the Standing 
Committee on Christian Relations dealing with the 
suiect Church and Segregation.” Elder Tom 
Giisgow, of Charlotte, sought to have this report 
tabled on the ground “that any action at this time 
is very unwise. This report should be tabled and 
docketed for 1955.” The vote to table was lost by 
165 to 239. Mr. John R. Wallace, Commis- 
sioner from Memphis Presbytery, declared “this 
report came as a shock to me. I am confused by it. 
This thing has come so suddenly that it will disrupt 
our churches. The church will not be benefitted by 
forcing this issue.’ Dr. Donald Miller, a member 
of the faculty of Union Theological Seminary, ar- 
gued for the adoption of the committee’s report. 
He concluded his debate with this statement. ‘““We 
are faced now in an hour of destiny with the great 
question of whether we are going to follow our 
Lord and in a secular society so divided testify not 
only by word but by the witness of life that every 
man who believes in Jesus Christ is one with every 
other believer and that in the fellowship of faith, 
we worship and work and live together.” 


It should be pointed out by way of clarification, 
that the action of the General Assembly was merely 
a recommendation and the word “instruct” was 
not employed in the action. Many felt that even the 
word “recommend” was premature, and that the 
Assembly should have been less hasty in sending this 
explosive question down to the churches for at least 
a year. Time alone will reveal the wisdom of the 
Assembly’s action. 


The General Council 


The change of the Church year during 1953 in- 
volved a certain amount of hazard. Many wondered 
how it would affect our benevolences. The report 
from the General Council stated that such misgiv- 


ings were not justified. To the contrary, a substan-— 


tial increase in the total and per capita giving was 
the result. 


Plans are being made for a new and increased 


emphasis on the Every Member Canvass this fall. * 
The report states that the Every Member Canvass. 
should not be looked upon primarily .as a means for. 


raising the Church budget but as a plan for bring-. 
ing every member into a stewardship relation with 
Jesus Christ. 


The recommendations included a proposal -for a 


three year emphasis in the Church entitled ‘For-. 
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ward with Christ.” This program has been devel- 
oped after several years of study and is a result of 
concentrated study. This program looks forward to 
no centralized financial drives but to increased 
growth and renewed zeal in all the aspects of the 
life of the Church. It is and will be an effort to 
make our Church more like the Church our Lord 


wants it to be. 


Progress was noted in the department of Pub- 
licity during the year under the direction of Mr. 
Bluford B. Hestir. His work was appraised as out- 
standing. 


November 13 is the day set for the Every Mem- 
ber Canvass in 1954. Increased emphasis upon tith- 
ing will be stressed at this season and all churches 
are asked to strive to reach the place where at least 
= per cent of all contributions shall go to benevo- 
ences. 


Saturday night there was a popular meeting in 
Anderson Auditorium sponsored by the General 
Council. A number of speakers pointed out how 
the new program “Forward with Christ” could be 
implemented in every department of the church. Dr. 
James G. Patton said, “There will be no organiza- 
tion for this new program. There is no need for 
new officials to lead this work. For this program 
we need a new consecration and a new loyalty to 
Christ. It is a call to earnest prayer. We must put 
Christ first and give enthusiastic cooperation to this 
program in every church in our denomination.” 


Board Of Christian Education 


Our Church contributed during the short year 
of 1953, $291,136 to the work of Christian Educa- 
tion. Sunday School enrollment increased by 15,414 
and now totals 613,685. The expansion of facilities 
in order to serve the local church was another inter- 
esting feature of this report. A new Book Store 
has been established in Atlanta to carry its services 
as close to the local congregations as possible. Five 
states, namely Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi will be served by the Atlanta Book 
Store. 


It is gratifying to note the interest of this Board 
in recognizing the responsibility to strengthen the 
Christian home. The report declared, ““The Church 
must do everything possible to prevent the tragedy 
of broken homes. We must help our people to build 
their homes upon strong, tested spiritual founda- 
tions. Little children who come to live in these 
homes have the right to be taught to know and love 
God. Religious training and experience come from 
the total atmosphere and life of the family. Chris- 
tian nurture is the answer to every child’s need. 
The home and the Church can provide this nurture. 
The Church and the Board have a sacred trust in 
this area of life.” 


A splendid tribute of the Board was paid to the 
late Dr. Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., vice-chairman of 
the Board of Christian Education. The report de- 
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clared, ‘“Dr. Lapsley brought to the Board a broad 
conception of Christian Education a concern for 
the evangelistic emphasis in teaching, the gift of 
pen dedicated to religious writings and a rich ex- 
perience in young people’s conferences. His leader- 
ship and friendship have enriched the life and edu- 
cational ministry of the Church. The Board records 
its gratitude to God for his life and commends his 
family to a loving heavenly Father.” 


Monday morning the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion presented to Dr. Ed Grant, former executive 
secretary of the Board, testimonials of his long and 
useful service to the Board. Dr. Marshall Dendy 
said, “A shadow of the influence of Dr. Grant 
abides with us. His sense of dedication lingers with 
the Board.” Dr. Lawrence Stell, a member of the 
Board, lauded Dr. Grant’s eighteen years of service 
with the Board. 


The Historical Foundation 
Of The Presbyterian And 
_ Reformed Churches 


The new Foundation Building has been com- 
pleted. Steel shelving for stack areas has been in- 
stalled. Sturdy and attractive oak book cases have 
been provided in the Reading Room, the room hous- 
ing the Women’s History, and the Office of the 
Director. The Commissioners made a careful in- 
spection of the New Historical Foundation Build- 
ing. The Assembly confirmed the election of Dr. 
Thomas H. Spence as director of the foundation for 
a term of three years. 


Annuities And Relief 


The Annual Report of the Board of Annuities 
and Relief indicated that this work is more widely 
understood and appreciated today than at any time 
since it began to serve the Church. THE ADMINIS- 
TRATIVE RESERVE ACCOUNT, THE STABILIZING 
FUND, AND THE INTEREST RESERVE ACCOUNT have 
all been increased in a gratifying way during the 
fourteenth year of the operation of the Fund. 


The subject of ministers’ salaries was discussed 
in. this Board’s report. It stated that while the 
salaries of many of our ministers have been proper- 
ly adjusted, others have been overlooked. For this 
reason, the Board during the past year put as much 
emphasis as it deemed wise upon the importance of 


ministers’ salaries being properly adjusted. Those 


ministers who have been overlooked are confronted 
with increasingly serious problems because of the 
current inflation. 


The attention of this Assembly was called to the 
fact that Social Security Coverage has now been 
‘made available to the lay employees of the Church. 
‘It is believed that Social Security benefits together 
with the benefits of full membership in the Em- 
ployee’s Annuity. Fund will be required to meet the 
necessities of life. for the lay employees of the 
Church when they come to the period of retirement. 
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This report indicated that the program of Group 


Insurance now in force is far more reasonable jn- 


its cost than can be obtained on an individual basis, 
and is more liberal than the benefits offered. During 
the 18 months the Life Insurance feature of this 
program has been in force, 13 death claims lave 
been paid. The death claims represented seven 4if- 
ferent Synods. In the ten weeks period, the Hos- 
pitalization feature of the program has been in 
force to the end of the short Church year, 20 Hos- 
pitalization claims have been paid. Both the Group 
Insurance and Hospitalization plans are timel: in 
relieving financial strains in the homes of those ‘vho 
are serving our Church. 


Board Of Church Extension 
Division of Home Missions: 


During the short year of 1954, 53 of the 84 
Presbyteries received aid from this Department for 
some phase of their Home Mission work. A total 
of 535 workers—pastors, evangelists, superin‘en- 
dents, teachers, community workers—who se:ved 
619 Churches, 133 Outposts, 7 Industrial Ceniers, 
5 Schools were supported in the whole or in part 
by the department. These 535 workers and 764 


projects in 53 Presbyteries give eloquent testimony © 


to the Assembly-wide nature of the department’s 
work. 


Urban Church Department 


The program of the Urban Church department 
still continues to be at the present time principally 
one of surveying our. Urban cities and metropolitan 
areas. This plan is two-fold in its purpose—first, 
to advise as to the locations for future new Presby- 
terian Churches as our cities continue to expand; 
secondly, to look more realistically at our present 
Churches to the end that they might each be helped 
in various degrees as to their needs. 


Town And Country Church 
Department 


This department of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension showed increased effectiveness. Attendance 
has been higher at the Town and Country pastor’s 
institutes. There has been a wide use of ‘“‘attain- 
ment standards for the Town and Country Church.” 
More and. more large Churches and Church ex- 
tension committees are studying the ‘““Manual On 


The Larger Church.” . 


Report Of Committee On 
Negro Work Campaign 


The 1952 General Assembly instructed this com- 
mittee to prosecute a Presbyterian Negro Work 
Campaign during 1953 for two million dollars. Its 
proceeds to be divided equally between Stillman 
College, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and the Board of 
Church Extension Negro Department. This goal 
was exceeded by $223,354. The Board of Church 
Extension and the Treasurer of this board were in- 
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struc'ed to make progress report on the Campaign 
to each Assembly until at least $2,000,000 has been 
colle and pro-rated. 


Divic Of Evangelism 


O:e« of the highlights of the Report from the 
Divi on of Evangelism was that about a dozen 
Sync + have underway during the current year con- 
certe plans for Evangelism on a Synod-wide basis. 
This movement is to continue until there is a 
Chu: h-wide evangelistic endeavor in the Spring of 
1955 The report indicated that every Synod is en- 
thusi. -tically planning to engage in the support of 
the A sembly-wide project. 


T! Division of Evangelism also informed the 
Asser..oly that our church has now reached an all- 
time igh membership of 759,053. This is a net 
gain -f almost exactly 12,000 members in nine 
mont:.s. 


Th: Board of Church Extension’s report indi- 
cated rapid expansion in the organization of new 
churciies. Forty-five new churches were organized 
in a 39 week period. We are going into the seventh 
year of the denomination’s organization for organ- 
izing . new church a week. The number of churches 
in our communion is now 3,376. 


Popular Meeting On 
World Missions 


Sunday evening the Board of World Missions 
presented reports to the General Assembly outlining 


, the many new facets of its work. 


Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, field secretary of the 
Board of World Missions described the mission 
work in the Orient, as he saw it in a visit completed 
the past week to Formosa, Korea and Japan. 


Formosa Dr. Bradley called “the land of dark- 
ness, steeped in idolatry,” yet in it a growing and 
flourishing work is being carried on in cooperation 
with Presbyterians from England and Canada. 
“Korea is a land of heartbreak,” Dr. Bradley said. 
Yet even here, with suffering, grief, rampant dis- 
ease, many widows and orphans, the Church is 
rendering a great and vital service. | 


In Japan Dr. Bradley found “one of the hardest 
mission fields I have ever seen,” yet one in which 
idle curiosity in Christianity is less in evidence and 
more real interest can be seen. 


The Categorical Question 


The Assembly engaged in approximately a four 
hour debate concerning the approval of a three- 
church plan of union involving the United, the 


U.S. A., and the U. S. Presbyterian Churches. 


Mr. Halbert Jones was chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Inter-Church Relations, He 
stated that the majority report of this committee 
was in favor of rejecting the plan, and he asked 
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ruling elder, Chalmers W. Alexander, to read the 
majority report. 
The Majority Report 


WHEREAS our General Assembly appears to 
be hopelessly divided on the question of organic 


union, the progress of our Church work is being 


impeded and our efforts dissipated by the continued 
agitation for union, and our spiritual power, finan- 
cial resources, and human energy are being sapped ; 
and 


WHEREAS, under the Plan of Union, deletions 
occur in the Constitution of the Church in matters 
which we consider vital to the spiritual life of our 


Church; and | | 
WHEREAS, under the Plan of Union, additions 


have been made to the constitution of the Church 
which we consider are neither Scriptural nor based 
upon Scripture; and 


WHEREAS, the effect of this union, if con- 
summated, will be to weaken the testimony of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. and the adminis- 
trative efficiency of its organization; and 


WHEREAS, the present Plan of Union makes 
no provisions for the withdrawal of Presbyteries 
and Synods with their physical properties when the 
majority of the Presbyterians in such Synods and 
Presbyteries cannot conscientiously enter into this 
union; and 


WHEREAS, the earnest and diligent efforts of 
some of the keenest thinkers in both churches have 
been unable to present a plan of union which is 
mutually satisfactory to the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., and the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., and 
it seems evident that a future meeting of minds in 
this matter is unlikely; 


NOW THEREFORE THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELA- 
TIONS RECOMMENDS: 


That the Categorical Question regarding the 
Plan of Union (Blue Book, P. 40) be answered in 
the negative and that the vote thereon in the Gen- 
eral Assembly be by secret ballot. It further recom- 
mends that the Committee on Cooperation and 
Union be dissolved and its members be thanked 
for their faithful service. 


The Minority Report 

The minority report was substituted for the ma- 
jority report and the debate centered on the sub- 
stitute. Speaking for the minority report were Dr. 
P. D. Miller, of Atlanta, Mr. Rex Brown of Kan- 
sas City, Dr. David L. Stitt of Austin, Texas, Rev. 
W. B. Abbott from Virginia, Dr. J. A. Redhead of 
Greensboro, North Carolina, Mr. S. J. Patterson, 
Director of Men’s Work of Richmond, Dr. A. L. 
Currie of Nashville, Tennessee, Rev. Ennis Mc- 
Kinney, missionary to Brazil, Mr. Edward L. 
Breaden of Norfolk, Virginia, Dr. James A. Jones 
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of Charlotte, Dr. Frank W. Price of Lexington, 
Virginia, and Dr. Wm. Elliott of Dallas. 


Speakers opposing the minority report included 
Dr. Robert Strong of Augusta, Georgia, Dr. G. 
Aiken Taylor of Burlington, North Carolina, Rul- 
ing Elder Tom Glasgow, Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina, Dr. John Reed Miller of Jackson, Mississippi, 
Ruling Elder Chalmers W. Alexander of Jackson, 
Mississippi, Rev. J. A. McAlpine, missionary to 
Japan, Ruling Elder W. Frank Wood, Cleveland, 
Mississippi, and Rev. John R. Richardson of At- 


lanta, Georgia. 


The vote was 283 to 169 to approve the plan 
and send it to the 84 Presbyteries for their action. 


Undoubtedly this was the most momentous de- 
cision made at this Assembly. At the time of the 
debate the Anderson Auditorium was packed with 
an estimated 3,500 in attendance. The twenty-one 
leaders, who participated in the debate, were all 
restrained and their remarks free from bitterness. 
Moderator Dr. Wade H. Boggs commended the 
speakers for their presentation and remarked, “I 
want to praise the Christian courtesy and manner 
of this debate. The spirit manifested here was the 
finest I have ever seen in a debate on so sharply 
contested an issue.” 


Three-fourths of the Presbyteries must approve 
the plan and the Assembly of 1955 must also ap- 
prove it for the plan to be consummated. 


Judicial Business And 
Headlines 

The Standing Committee on Judicial Business 
recommended that an ad-interim committee be ap- 
pointed to study the question of divorce and re- 
marriage and report such a study to the 1955 As- 
sembly. The committee is to be composed of Biblical 
scholars, representatives from the Division of Chris- 
tian Relations, The Department of Family Life of 
the Board of Christian Education, and pastors and 
elders from the church at large. This committee 
was charged with the responsibility of making this 
study from the viewpoint of the study of Scripture 
and the needs of communicants. 


Another action stated that “any ruling elder or 
deacon who has served faithfully, but whose ability 
to render active service is limited by age, physical 
disability, or other cause, may be elected ruling 
elder or deacon Emeritus.” This report on Judicial 
Business was made by chairman Mike Carr from 
Brookhaven, Mississippi. 


Bills And Overtures 


Former Moderator, Dr. Frank W. Price of 
Lexington, Virginia, presented the report of the 
Standing Committee on Bills and Overtures. Most 
of the overtures dealt with clarifying actions on 
portions of the Book of Church Order. 


The Assembly voted to appoint an ad-interim 
committee to study the relation of faith to healing. 
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WHERE THERE’S YOUR 
WILL THERE'S A 


Was 


From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace to you— 
perhaps you, too, will want to make a bequest, A 
bequest in your legal will that someday will help 
lead thousands of unchurched people in our South. 
land into the Way; thereby making your money im. 
mortal as a gift that lives—and loves—after you, 
There’s the Way in your will. 


WRITE TODAY 
FOR 
COMPREHENSIVE 


BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. Dept. 3 Atlanta, Ga. 


This committee is to be known as the ad-interim 
committee on “Christianity and Health.” It is to 
be composed of pastors, physicians, and men in the 
field of physical and mental therapy. 


The Minister And His Work 


Rev. John R. Richardson of Atlanta presented 
the standing committee’s report on The Minister 
and His Work. The Assembly approved all por- 
tions of this report. 


This report commended the Assembly’s Secretary, 
Mr. R. Graham White, for a work faithfully done. 
It reminded the Church of the place of the Commis 
sion on The Minister and His Work in the Pres- 
bytery which is set forth in the Book of Church 
Order and where its functions are defined and def- 
nite limitations set. The Assembly’s action stated, 
“Commissions should be careful lest they assume 
authority which is not theirs. In cases of judicial 
responsibility, their functions are advisory only. 
Therefore, a wise and discreet Commission will 
always use great patience and much kindness within 
definitions in the Book of Church Order.” Muin- 
isters were encouraged to file DATA FORMS with 
the office of the Assembly’s committee. The Assem- 
bly also approved an amendment to paragraph 4/ 
of the Book of Church Order setting the time of 


retirement of ministers at the 70th birthday. 
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Surday Morning 


The Assembly met for worship in the Anderson 
Auditorium at 11 o’clock Sunday morning. Dr. 
Stuart R. Oglesby, pastor of the Central Presby- 
teri:n Church of Atlanta, preached the communion 
seriion on the subject ““The Path to Glory.” He 
use as his text “Ought Not Christ to have suffered 
the» things and entered into His glory?” Luke 
24: '6. Dr. Oglesby made a distinction between the 
pat’ of glory and the path to glory. He reminded 
the Assembly “the communion of the Lord’s Sup- 
per which we celebrate today is a feast of victory 
not of defeat. The world still seems to be set on 
cru: fying all that is good. Christ brought life out 
of death when the evil of the world did its worst 
to :lim. The wisdom of God won the victory at 
Cal ary. The gathering up of the fruits of that 
vict-ry require time, faith, patience and suffering 
on ‘ne part of those for whom Christ died.” 


‘} he communion service was conducted by Dr. 
Wiiiiam M. Elliott, pastor of the Highland Park 
Pre-byterian Church, Dallas, Texas, and Dr. Jul- 
ian [ake, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. Sixty Elders, 
who were Commissioners, served the sacred ele- 
ments. 


Fraternal Delegates 


Sunday afternoon four fraternal delegates to the 
General Assembly brought messages from their re- 
spective groups. Speaking on behalf of the United 
Presbyterian Church was Dr. Robert H. French, 
pastor of the First United Presbyterian Church in 
Butler, Pennsylvania. A number of Dr. French’s 
remarks were considered by a sizable group of the 
Assembly to have been a violation of the proprieties 
of the occasion. Instead of extending fraternal 
greetings Dr. French prostituted the privilege given 
him into a prejudicial address promoting church 
union. It was felt by many, that since this matter 
was pending before the Assembly, it was in exceed- 


ing bad taste for a speaker from another denomina- | 


tion to use such an occasion to influence Commis- 
sioners in their vote on this vital question. Last 
year there was considerable resentment following 
the remarks of Dr. Theophilus M. Taylor, a repre- 
sentative from the U. P. Church. The speaker this 
year, if possible, was even more provocative of ill- 
feeling than his preceding fraternal delegate. 


Dr. Ralph W. Lloyd, newly elected moderator in 
the U. S. A. Presbyterian Church, brought frater- 


nal greetings to the Southern group. Although his © 


remarks were slanted towards influencing Commis- 
sioners to support the union cause, his attitude was 
more amicable than the United Presbyterian fra- 
ternal delegate. 


Rev. Murray W. Griffith, pastor of the Park- 
wood Avenue Associated Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Charlotte, brought fraternal greetings 
from the A. R. P. group. Mr. Griffith spoke ap- 


Propriately to the occasion and read letters of fra- 
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ternal greetings from the Rev. Charles Edwards, 
retiring moderator, and Rev. C. O. Williams of 
Little Rock, Arkansas, moderator-elect. Mr. Grif- 
fith praised the Southern Presbyterians and thanked 
them for aid to their own branch of Presbyterianism. 


The Rev. William Sutherland, pastor of Sefton 
Park Presbyterian Church in England, represented 
the seventy thousand members of the Presbyterian | 
Church of England. In his message he cautioned 
the Church against allowing embittered feelings to 
blight the Church. He recalled his sad experiences 
caused by union movements in his native Scotland. 


Dr. Albert Kissling of Jacksonville, Florida, pre- 
sided at the Sunday afternoon service and read a 
letter from the Synod of The Presbyterian Church 
of Kasai, Belgian Congo. 3 


Monday Evening Service 

In the evening session Monday, three Assembly 
educational institutions presented reports on the 
work being done by them. Dr. C. E. S. Kraemer, 
president-elect of Assembly’s Training School, de- 
scribed the work of that institution and presented 
four graduates or students who told of their own 
experiences there. Dr. Sam Burney Hay, president 
of Stillman College, reported on the advances made 
by the college as the result of the recent Negro 
Work Campaign. In the concluding section of the 
evening program, Dr. J. Rupert McGregor and 
other representatives of Montreat College asked 
the help of the Assembly in making the school even 
better in its service. 


The Montreat College 


The Assembly spent considerable time in debat- 
ing the position of Montreat College in the life of 
our Church. Majority and minority reports were 
presented from the Standing Committee on Educa- 
tional Institutions. The minority report, as amend- 
ed, provided for an ad-interim committee of seven 
persons to be selected by the Moderator to study 
the question, and be authorized to secure the ser- 
vices of a professional educational consultant at a 
cost not to exceed $1,000. This committee is to 
represent at least four Synods, and to be persons 
who have no connection or affiliation with Montreat 
College or Mountain Retreat, nor with under- 
graduate colleges of our denomination. In the mean 
time, the Assembly is to contribute $50,000 for the 
operation of the college. This committee is to re- 


port to the Assembly of 1955. 
Interpretation 


1. The Assembly was especially fortunate this 
year in having as its presiding officer Dr. Wade H. 
Boggs. He undoubtedly made one of the finest Mod- 
erators in the 94 years of our church’s history. He 
presided with skill, fairness and patience. Under the 
most trying of circumstances he retained his poise. 
Every decision he rendered was completely divorced 
from partisanship. It is our conviction that his de- 
sire to be fair and represent the whole church in- 
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stead of a segment of it will be invaluable in the 
crisis now confronting our denomination. 


_2. It is regrettable that the exchange of fraternal 
delegates which should be conducive toward creat- 
ing mutual respect and affection between sister de- 
nominations should have deteriorated into a special 
service for the promotion of partisanship propagan- 
da. This condition has reached such a state in our 
church that we believe it would be wise for the 
Permanent Committee on Cooperation and Union 
to write a letter to churches sending fraternal dele- 
gates requesting them to ask their representatives to 
confine their remarks to “fraternal greetings.” Such 
an action would certainly inspire a greater measure 
of good feeling at the Assembly. 


3. The 94th Assembly had before it a greater 
potential for explosions of temper than any Assem- 
bly since 1861. It was reported in the newspapers 


that a speaker in the U. S. A. Assembly at Detroit 
had predicted violence. In spite of such a predic. 
tion this reporter has never seen commissioners riore 
restrained. There was at all times a willingness to 
exhibit mutual respect for opposing views. Surely 
the many prayers that had been offered for this 
Assembly were answered in the excellent decorum 
on the part of those who participated in the cortro- 
versial issues before the Assembly. 


Place Of Next Meeting 


By a margin of but two votes, Richmond, Va., 
was selected over Charlotte, N. C. The vote was 
187 to 189, as commissioners divided almost e: enly 
between the invitations extended to celebrate in 
Richmond the 200th anniversary of the founding 
of the first Presbytery in the South, East Hanover, 
or in Charlotte the 200th anniversary of the found- 
ing of Sugaw Creek Presbyterian Church, the first 
in Mecklenburg Presbytery. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 20 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Hosea Pleads With Israel 


Background Scripture: Hosea 4:6 - 7:16. 
Devotional Reading: Hosea 11:1-4ab; 14: 
1-4. 


Back of the Message is the Man, and his heart-breaking experience in his home life. Only a man who 
had suffered as Hosea suffered, could write as he wrote. Those of us who believe in Verbal Inspiration are 
often falsely accused of making the writers of the Bible mere machines. This is not true. God so inspired 
these men that they not only had the right thoughts, but used the right words to express those thoughts. They 
used the words which God inspired them to use, but they remained Men, not Machines; men who felt and 


loved and suffered as human beings. Their mes- 
sages often grew out of the experiences of their 
hearts. To see how true this is, read and ponder the 
Psalms, where the writers state their problems, ask 
their questions, and reveal the deep feelings and 
longings of their souls. Who can read the fifty-first 
Psalm and not see the penitent heart of David? 


Hosea had a unique and heart-rending experience 
in his married life. He knew the agony of a good 
man whose wife proves unfaithful to him. He saw 
her leave home and become the virtual slave of an- 
other man. He had a love and pity so deep that he 
brought her back and made her his wife again re- 
deeming her from slavery and shame. 


Out of this bitter experience he could speak to 
Israel of her spiritual adultery in turning away 
from the One True God to serve idols; he could 
warn them of the sure punishment which would 
come to them; he could beseech them to return to 
the God Who had espoused them to Himself even 
as a man marries his bride. He knew that God’s 
Love for Israel was a love that would forgive and 
receive them again. 
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In his prophecy we have him pleading with 
Israel as only such a man could plead. Surely, 
if there ever was a man who could preach on 
such a subject, it was Hosea. Israel had sinned 
even as Hosea’s wife had sinned. In their spiritual 
adultery they had left the God of the marriage 
Covenant; the God Who had cared for them and 
protected them as a loving husband would his wife. 
They had sacrificed to Baalim and burned incense 
to graven images. Their sin against God was in 
the same category as the sin of Gomer. 


In our Devotional Reading we are told of this 
sin and its punishment; they had fallen by their 
iniquity. But God had not given them up. He drew 
them with the bands of love, and the prophet urges 
them to return to God, to say to Him, “take away 
all iniquity and receive us graciously.”’ God’s answer 
is found in these beautiful words, “I will heal their 
backslidings, I will love them freely - - - I will be 
as the dew unto Israel; he shall grow as the lily, 
and cast forth his roots as Lebanon.” 
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Sometimes we hear it said that the picture of the 
Jehovah of the Old Testament is the picture of a 
har-h and angry and vindictive God, very different 
from: the God revealed in the New Testament. Let 
all uch foolish and mistaken critics read Hosea and 
for. ‘er shut their mouths. In both the Old and the 
Ne: Testament we have the same Loving Heavenly 
Fat er; and in both we have a God Who is a Con- 
sun ng Fire. God’s righteous and holy anger and 
wr:th is as vividly portrayed in the New Testa- 
met as it is in the Old; and God’s Love and For- 
giv ness is revealed as plainly in the Old as in the 
Ne:. Testament. In fact, some of the most beauti- 
ful descriptions of His lovingkindness and tender 
meicies of God are in the Psalms. In Hosea we see 
bot! sides of the Living and True God. 


J he picture is a blended one: we find these three 
tho: ghts mingled together: Black Sin; Dire Pun- 
ishrnent; Deep Love. 


I. Black Sin. 


There is no sin any blacker than Adultery. It 
breaks up the Home, and severs the marriage bond. 
Idolatry is Spiritual Adultery, it breaks up the close 
and sacred relation between God and His people. 
Thou shalt have no other gods before Me, is the 
first and foundation command of our God. When 
it is broken, we can go no further in our approach 
to, ind worship of, God. I wish to select some of 
the expressions used to depict this sin of Israel. 


“My people are destroyed for lack of knowl- 
edge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will 
also reject thee.” Idolatry, departure from the Liv- 
ing and True God, is the height of folly. How 
foolish for Gomer to leave her husband and her 
home! What utter folly! To leave a loving hus- 
band for another man who would make her life a 
miserable life of slavery! Yet we read of just such 
folly every day. What unutterable stupidity for 
Israel, who had known the Living and True God, 
to forget Him, and go after the strange gods of the 
surrounding nations; to leave the ‘freedom of the 
children of God and become slaves of these unclean 
and false religions. ““Their foolish heart was dark- 
ened,’ says Paul, in Romans. In the Book of 
Proverbs, 2:16-19, and 7:5-23, we have the tragic 
story of the “strange woman” and the “simple ones” 
who are betrayed by her and go down to hell. Here 
we have Israel in her folly, rejecting Jehovah, the 
God of the Covenant, and going after “strange 
gods.” The parallel between the “strange woman” 
of Proverbs and the “strange gods” is a striking 
one. 


“My people ask counsel at the stocks, - - - they 
sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn 
incense upon the hills.” “They have dealt treacher- 
ously against the Lord”—worse than traitors to 
theix country. Israel “‘slideth back like a backslid- 
ing heifer’; ““My people are bent on backsliding.” 
Even their “goodness” was disappointing; ‘For your 
goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew 
it goeth away.” The morning cloud and early dew 
are distressing to the farmer in the time of drought. 
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So with the pretended piety of Israel; there was 
nothing stable about it. 


“Ephraim also is like a silly dove without heart; 
they call to Egypt, they go to Assyria.” They turn 
for help to the very nations that will destroy them 
—their enemies. I think we should apply this to our 
own country. God has been good to America; we 
sing, God Bless America, and forget how richly 
God has blessed us, protecting and prospéring us as 
a nation beyond all other nations. We have de- 
parted from Him. While giving Him lip-service, 
our heart has been far from Him. Our land is full 
of idols; Pleasure, Money, Drink. Our land is no- 
torious for its crimes, its immorality, its divorces, 
and its drunkenness. Black SIN is covering us like 
a pall. We boast of our education and culture, but 
we, like Israel, are being destroyed for lack of 
knowledge. There is little of the wisdom which 
comes down from above. Think of our folly! We 
are turning to the nations of the world for help 
and making all sorts of alliances, giving away bil- 
lions of dollars. Some of these who pretend to be 
our friends, will, like Russia, turn against us and 
kill our soldiers with the weapons and ammunition 
we are sending them. We, like Israel, are turning 
for help to the Egypts and Assyrias of today. 


II. Dire Punishment. 


Again, let me refer to some verses which tell the 
story. “I will punish them for their ways, and re- 
ward them for their doings.” “I will reject thee” 
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- - “T will change their glory into shame” - - “they 
shall eat and not have enough.” “Therefore shall 
Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity; Judah 
shall also fall with them.” “Ephraim shall be deso- 
late in the day of rebuke’—‘“therefore will I be 
unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the house of Judah 
as rottenness.” “I will be unto Ephraim as a lion,” 
“Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets: I 
have slain them by the words of my mouth,” “Woe 
unto them, “they have sown the wind and shall 
reap the whirlwind.” 


God cannot allow sin to go unpunished any more 
than a stable and sensible government can allow 
lawlessness and crimes to flourish. When criminals 
run at large; when crimes go unpunished; when 
laws are violated with impunity, we soon have an 
end to all security and freedom. The trouble with 
America today is that evils exist and crimes increase, 
and we are too indifferent and easy-going. We have 
sown the wind; we will reap the whirlwind, unless 
we turn from our wicked ways. Sin always brings 
ruin. Sometimes the punishment comes as a natural 
consequence of the sin, like sowing and reaping; 
sometimes the judgment of God falls in a more 
spectacular way. Both kinds of retribution came 
upon Israel, and both will come upon us if we per- 
sist in our evil course. 


III. Deep, Forgiving, Love. 


Mingled with this story of Black Sin and Dire 
Punishment, is a Marvellous Love. Let me tell this 
part of the story, too, in the words of the prophet. 


“Come, and let us return unto the Lord; for he 
hath torn, and he will heal us: He hath smitten, 
and he will bind us up: O Ephraim, what shall I do 
unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? 
When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and 
called my son out of Egypt. I drew thee with the 
cords of a man, with bands of love. How shall | 
give thee up, Ephraim? I will not execute the fierce- 
ness of mine anger, for I am God, and not mar. [ 
will heal their backsliding. I will love them freely; 
for mine anger is turned away from him.” 


There must be a turning away from sin and a 
turning to God on the part of His wayward people. 
The prodigal son must come to himself, and start 
toward home; but if he starts, then His Father sees 
him even when he is a great way off and runs to 
meet him. True repentance will be met more than 
half way with forgiving love; but there must be 
this repentance. Ephraim shall say, What have I 
to do any more with idols? They must turn their 
back on their idols and their sins. Faith and Re- 
pentance stand like two gate-posts at the entrance 
to the way of life. Our Catechism tells us that Re- 
pentance unto life is a saving grace whereby a sin- 
ner out of a true sense of his sin and the apprehen- 
sion of the mercy of God in Christ, doth with grief 
and hatred of his sin turn from it unto God with 
full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience. 


“Who is wise, and he shall understand these 
things?” Would that we would have the wisdom 
to see, before it is too late to save America. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 20 


Religions Of 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy!” 

Prayer | 

Scripture: Jude 1-7, 17-25 

Hymn: “Come, We That Love The Lord” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Great God, How Infinite Art Thou” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


We are beginning a unit of programs on the 
beliefs of mankind. Tonight we shall be giving most 
of our attention to the non-Christian religions of 
the world. Most- of the people we Christians need 
to reach for Christ in other lands are not without 
religion. They nearly all have a religion of their 
own, but it is not a true religion and it does not 
bring them real satisfaction. It will help us to un- 


PAGE 14 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The World 


derstand the difficulty of winning these people to 
faith in Christ, if we are better acquainted with the 
religions to which they now hold. Our speakers will 
give us brief summaries of the main ideas and prac- 
tices of some of the major religions of the world. 


First Speaker: 


The first religion we shall consider is Confucian- 
ism which claims as its followers more than one 
fifth of the world’s population. The founder of this 
religion was Confucius, who was born in China 
551 B. C. Confucius was a philosopher, and Con- 
fucianism is more of a philosophy than a religion. 
It recognizes the existence of spiritual life, but it 
makes little attempt to understand spiritual things. 
The main aim of Confucianism seems to be to estab- 
lish tranquil, happy relations between people. This 
is to be done by recognizing and yielding to author- 
ity. The sovereign is to have almost complete con- 
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trol over the minister, the father over the son, the 
husband over the wife, and the older brother over 
the younger brother. Friends are to be fair in their 
dealings with others, returning justice for evil and 
kindress for good. 


Second Speaker: 


Buddhism has followers in India, the land of its 
birth. and in China and Japan. The Buddhists wor- 
ship Buddha, who lived about six hundred years 
befor: Christ and founded the religion. Buddha is 
suppc-ed to have received a special revelation or en- 
light«nment as he meditated sitting beneath a tree. 
The iatter part of his life was spent as a wandering 
teacher. His worshippers have added many super- 
naturil accomplishments and qualities to his life. 
Buddhists believe that one continues to be reborn 
in different forms, and that the form assumed with 
each reappearance is conditioned by deeds done in 
former existences, They believe that everything is 
a subject of sorrow. The goal of Buddhists is Nir- 
vana, but neither Buddha nor his worshippers have 
ever viven a clear definition of where or what it is, 
or how one gets there. They have no clear idea of 
God except that they do not believe in him as a 
person. Buddhism is truly a religion of pessimism. 


Third Speaker: 


Hinduism is one of the major religions of India, 
claiming fifteen per cent of the world’s people. It 
is based on an epic poem of long composition and 
uncertain origin. A part of the religion is the idea 
of caste and a belief in reincarnation, that is that 
beings are born over and over again in different 
forms. A cow may become a human being or a 
human being a cow. The main way of advancing 
from lower to higher being or caste is by inflicting 
punishment upon ones self. They do not believe 
that the supreme being is personal, and they do not 
have a highly developed moral system. There is no 
such thing as evil, and some of the most honored 
people of the religion are criminals. Improvement 
is impossible except through reincarnation, so no 
attempt is made to improve one’s lot. 


Fourth Speaker: 


The Moslem or Mohammedan religion is one 
of the most powerful in existence today. It differs 
from those already described in that its followers 
are zealous to win converts. About twelve percent 
of the world’s population is Moslem. The main 
concentrations of this religion are in Africa, India, 
and the Near East. Moslems believe in one god 
whose name is Allah, and in Mohammed, his proph- 
et. The Moslem “bible” is called the Koran and 
was written by Mohammed. Allah is thought to 
tule with power and justice, but not with love. 
Allah exercises such powerful control over-the lives 
of his people that all their actions are blindly and 
certainly determined. This inspires in them a fa- 


natical devotion. They may spend some time in 
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purgatory when they die, but it is impossible tor 
them to be lost. Those who die in defense of the 
faith go immediately to heaven, which is a place of 
sensual pleasure. One of the universal characteristics 
of Moslems is their fierce hatred of Christians. An- 
other characteristic of Mohammedanism, already 
mentioned, is their zeal in making converts even 
if it has to be by force. 


Fifth Speaker: 


Judaism is another major religion, not in the 
sense that Jews make up a large portion of the 
world’s population, but it is a major religion in its 
value to the world. The Jew’s Bible is the Old 
Testament. The Jews are the direct descendents of 
the people God chose to be His own and to keep 
His message and worship pure for the world. They 
are the remnants of the nation which was to bring 
forth the Messiah. The present day Jews are those 
who failed to recognize the Messiah when He came 


to them. This means, of course, that Jews do not 


believe in Christ as the Son of God and their Sa- 
viour, nor do they accept the New Testament as 
the Word of God. They deny that the Messianic 
passages of the Old Testament apply to Christ. 
There are two divisions of Judaism today: (1) the 
Orthodox Jews who take the Old Testament seri- 
ously and follow its laws and rituals faithfully and 
who still look forward to the coming of a personal 
messiah, and (2) the Reformed Jews who do not fol- 
low the Old Testament literally, but who seek to 
establish a better era for their people by emphasizing 
loyalty to the race and morality. 


ProGRAM LEADER: 


There are other important national and _ local 
religions, such as Shintoism in Japan. Many of the 
uncivilized peoples have primitive tribal religions. 
Time has not permitted us to discuss all of these. 
Any one of them would make an interesting private 
study. We have also failed to consider the religion 
which includes us, together with a third of the 
world’s population. Next week we shall give more 
detailed time to a discussion of the major divisions 
of our own faith, Christianity. 


NOTICE! 


To Those Who Are Concerned About The 

Preservation And Continuation Of The 

Evangelical Witness And Work Of The 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 


If you join in this concern—a vital and pressing 

matter at this time—make your plans to attend the 

annual meeting of this group in Weaverville, N. C., 

beginning at 10:00 o’clock in the morning on Wed- 

nesday, August 18. Definite plans will be discussed 
and definite action taken. 
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